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Judicial Powers Presidents can have tremendous long-term impact on the judi-
ciary, but in the short run their powers over the courts are meager. Their continuing 
impact comes from nominating judges to the federal courts, including the Supreme Court. 
The political philosophies of individual judges influence significantly how they interpret 
the law, and this is especially important for Supreme Court justices, who are the final arbi-
ters of constitutional meaning. Since judges serve for life, presidential appointments have 
a long-lasting effect. For instance, today’s Supreme Court is considered to be distinctly 
more conservative than its immediate predecessors, due to the appointments made by 
Presidents Reagan and Bush in the 1980s and early 1990s. Moreover, President Reagan is 
credited by many with having ushered in a “judicial revolution.” He, together with his 
successor, George H. W. Bush, appointed 550 of the 837 federal judges, most of them 
conservatives. Clinton appointed moderates to the courts, angering many Democrats, who 
felt that his appointees should have been more liberal. President George W. Bush revived 

Evaluating Presidents

Years President
Total 
vetoes

Regular 
vetoes

Pocket 
vetoes

Vetoes 
overridden

Veto 
success 
rate

1933–1945 Franklin Roosevelt 635 372 263 9 97.6%

1945–1953 Harry Truman 250 180 70 12 93.3

1953–1961 Dwight Eisenhower 181 73 108 2 97.3

1961–1963 John F. Kennedy 21 12 9 0 100.0

1963–1969 Lyndon Johnson 30 16 14 0 100.0

1969–1974 Richard Nixon 43 26 17 7 73.1

1974–1977 Gerald Ford 66 48 18 12 75.0

1977–1981 Jimmy Carter 31 13 18 2 84.6

1981–1989 Ronald Reagan 78 39 39 9 76.9

1989–1993 George H. W. Bush 46 29 17* 1 96.6

1993–2001 Bill Clinton 37 36 1 2 96.4

2001–2009 George W. Bush 12 11 1 4 66.7

2009–present Barack Obama 2 2 0 0 100.0

Source: “Summary of Bills Vetoed, 1789–Present,” www.senate.gov/reference/Legislation/Vetoes/vetoCounts.htm.

*Although they are counted here, Congress did not recognize two of Bush’s pocket vetoes and considered the legislation enacted.
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